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Cost Breakdown

$35 -$55K

IVF Center

Insurance $15 - $30K

TOTAL

Cost Explanation

Process Time 

Agency Fees

agencies may have a higher fee because costs include a support team for intended parents (IP) 

3 to 5 months (Surrogate Matching
and Embryo Creation)

18 to 24 months
(total process time)

IVF Center

Insurance
Costs vary depending on whether or not your surrogate has her own 

Gestational Carrier and Egg Donor

Surrogacy
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$140k - $220K or more
Agency fees: $35K-$55K

IVF clinic: $30K-$50K

These ranges are merely meant to provide an insight into the costs of becoming a
dad via surrogacy. The cost of your journey could be much more or less depending
on your unique set of circumstances.

3 to 12+ months (Surrogate Matching
and Embryo Creation)

Gestational carrier & egg donor: $60k - $80k

Insurance: $15K-$30K



Cost breakdown

$0 - $5K+

$0 - $10K

Agency fees $15 - $30K+

$3 - $10K+ 

$1 - 3K

Post placement support

TOTAL $20.5 - $63K+

Agency Adoption

Process Time 

• 3 to 6 months (Home study)

• 9 months to 2 years (Matching)

• 3 to 6 months (Finalization)

1 to 3 years 
(total process time)

Cost Explanation

Agency Fees

Birth Mother’s Expenses

Home Study
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$20-65K or more
Birth parent expenses: $0-$15K+
Agency fees: $15K-$30K+
Lawyer fees: $3K-$10K
Home study: $2.5K-$5K
Post placement: $1.5K-$5K
Travel and accommodation: $0K-$1K+

These ranges are merely meant to provide an insight into the costs of
becoming a dad via the domestic agency adoption. The cost of your journey
could be much more or less depending on your unique set of circumstances.



Cost breakdown

$0 - $10K

$0 - $5K

$16K - $19K

Advertising fees $0 - $5K+

$1 - 3K 

Post Placement support

TOTAL $18.5 - $47K+

Independent Adoption

Process Time 

1 to 2 years 
(total process time)

Cost Explanation

Birth mother’s expenses

Home Study

Advertising

an adoptive dad in ways that put you in front of potential birth mothers as well as their 
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$15-50K or more
Birth parent expenses: $0-$15K+
Advertising fees: $1K-$10K+
Lawyer fees: $3K-$10K
Home study: $2.5K-$5K
Post placement: $1.5K-$5K
Travel and accommodation: $0K-$1K+

These ranges are merely meant to provide an insight into the costs of
becoming a dad via the independent adoption. The cost of your journey
could be much more or less depending on your unique set of circumstances. 
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Cost breakdown

$2 - 5K

Professional service $15K 

Post placement

Immigration and documentation $2 - $6K

$400 - $4K

International provider program $600 - $10K

$8 - 12K

TOTAL $28,500 - $54,500

Process Time 

1 to 5 years

Cost Explanation

Birth mother’s expenses
adop-

-

Home Study
the 

Immigration and Documentation

For more information, check out: 

International 
Adoption

 
 

$25-55K or more
Home study: $2K-$5K
Professional services fees: $14K-$18.5K
Third party fees: $1.5K-$6K
Post adoption: $500-$2.5K
Country program fees: $2.5K-$5K+
Travel and accommodation: $1.5K-$15K

Based on expenses for two international country programs run by
Spence-Chapin in South Africa and Colombia. Expenses vary widely depending on
the country.

Cost breakdown

$2 - 5K

Professional service $15K 

Post placement

Immigration and documentation $2 - $6K

$400 - $4K

International provider program $600 - $10K

$8 - 12K

TOTAL $28,500 - $54,500

Process Time 

1 to 5 years 

Cost Explanation

Birth mother’s expenses 
adop-

-

Home Study
the 

Immigration and Documentation

International
Adoption



Foster-Adopt

Cost breakdown

Resources

$1K - $3K 

Adoption attorney costs

TOTAL $1.8K - $4.5K

Cost Explanation

Home Study 
 

Adoption Attorney 
It’s the responsibility of the foster-adoptive family to hire an adoption attorney to 

Process Time 

6 to 9 months 
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$0-5K
*These costs are reimbursable*
State agency: $0K
Private agency: $1-2K+
“House ready” expenses: $0K+
Adoption attorney: $500-$1.2K

These ranges are merely meant to provide an insight into the costs of
becoming a dad via the foster care system. The cost of your journey could
be much more or less depending on your unique set of circumstances. 




